
Sitkans, 
Next summer a $17 million improvement project is scheduled for Halibut Point 
Road – Two new bridges, paving, etc. is currently scheduled for 2012. 
 
HPR is far more than a state highway.  It is a busy bicycle and pedestrian 
traffic corridor.   You have probably noticed mothers with babies, kids and 
their beach toys (near Sandy Beach) walking & dodging cars on this busy 
road.   This pedestrian/bicycle traffic is busier in the summer, but there are 
still walkers/bikers on those dark winter days all along this road from  
SeaMart to the Ferry Terminal.    
 
What Can Be Done to Improve the Current HP Highway? 
Here are some possibilities that would make a difference: 
 

1. Do a pedestrian traffic survey of HPR  
2. Widen the paved area of the  highway (on both sides) at least 3 feet to 

create a safer walkway/bicycling zone.  If necessary – move guard rails out 
a few feet to allow for this widening of paved area of road.  

3. Pave underneath guard rails so we don’t have a hedge of alders, terrace of 
sand that pools water on the highway 

4. CONSTRUCT a sidewalk/bike path (similar to Sawmill Crk)  from Pioneer 
Park to Sandy Beach – AND, make specific plans to continue  this 
sidewalk/bikeway path to HP Rec Area in the future 

5. Safe pedestrian bridges on BOTH sides of BOTH new bridges.   
6. Pave AND maintain highway to driveway transitions so bicyclers and 

walkers can travel safely past driveways – (no chuckholes). 
 
If you agree please include these six points in a letter or e-mail to:  
Keith Karpstein, P. E. 
Engineering Manager 
State of Alaska DOT & PF,  
SE Region 
6860 Glacier Hwy 
Juneau, AK  99801-7999 
907.465.1796 
775.772.9742 
keith.karpstein@alaska.gov 
 
A more family-friendly, pedestrian/biker-friendly HPR would be energy-efficient, 
safer and an economic asset for Sitka.   Please contact  Keith Karpstein if you 
wish to express your support for these improvements. 
 
 


