
The Blessing
of the Bikes

May is National Bike Month

The League of American Bicyclists is 
promoting Bike-to-Work Week May 12-16

and Bike-to-Work Day Friday, May 16.
Sitka’s Blessing of the Bikes is Sunday,  May 11

Then the following blessing is given:

Together we claim God’s blessings as we say together.

All:     Bless these bicycle, their riders, and the hours they spend upon them.

Amen.

The minister blesses the bicycles,  asperging them with holy water, as each 
bicyclist is given a token of the celebration, and rides off.
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    Our Lady of Ghisallo; Madonna of Ghisallo 

 Medieval legend says that Count Ghisallo was travelling near the 
village of Magréglio when he was attacked by highway bandits. Spotting a 
image of the Virgin Mary in a roadside shrine, he broke away from his attack-
ers and ran to it. There he took refuge, pled for Our Lady’s protection - and 
was miraculously saved from the robbers.

     As the story spread, the Madonna del Ghisallo became known as 
patroness of local travellers. In more recent times, cyclists would often stop 
to rest and pray at the chapel, which is a local landmark, and is at the top of 
a steep hill. After World War II, Father Ermelindo Vigano, pastor at the shrine, 
proposed Ghisallo as the site of an Italian shrine for bicyclists, and she was 
given as patroness of cyclists on 13 October 1949 by Pope Pius XII.

 The chapel has become equal part religious shrine, part cycling 
museum, with artifacts and photos from the sport. There is an eternal 
fl ame that burns there in memory of the cyclists who are no longer with us, 
and services each Christmas Eve and the Feast of All Souls commemorate 
them.



The Blessing of the Bikes

Opening Music

Almighty God, Heavenly Creator, you have created all things. Help us to 
remember that what ever we have is not ours alone but yours, a trust to our 
generation and those that follow...
 

Offi ciant: For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and

  sky and sea,

People:  We thank you, Lord.

Offi ciant: For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women,

  revealing the image of the Divine among us,

People:  We thank you, Lord.

Offi ciant: For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and

  our friends,

People:  We thank you, Lord.

Offi ciant: For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,

People:  We thank you, Lord.

Offi ciant: For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,

People:  We thank you, Lord.

Offi ciant: For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering

  and faithful in adversity,

People:  We thank you, Lord.

Offi ciant: For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice,

People:  We thank you, Lord.

Offi ciant: For all who have heard your call to care for your creation,

People:  We thank you, Lord. 

Offi ciant: We give God thanks and praise in all things; for the beauty 

of creation, the gift of human creativity, the invention of the 

wheel, and the modern bicycle which brings much joy to the 

human spirit.
All:  Amen.

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. (Matthew 6:25-33)

Offi ciant and Sponsors:  Comments on this event. 

Offi ciant:  Let us pray.

The Blessing of a new Bike Shelter

How wonderful you are, O gracious God, in all your dealings with your 
people. Visit this Bike shelter with the gladness of your presence. Bless all 
whose lives intersect in this place with your love. Grant that they manifest 
your love for your creation to all that their lives touch. Make this shelter to 
be a symbol of your abiding care for that which you have called good at its 
creation. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

The Blessing of the Bikes and Bicyclists

O Lord, whose beauty is refl ected in all of Creation, we thank you for the day 
at hand and the days ahead which will hold for us excitement and adventure 
upon our bicycles.  Bless, O God, the highways and byways upon which we 
ride.  Make our journeys sources of inspiration and not just perspiration. And 
at all times, may the wonder and mystery of our world remind us to respect 
not just the natural world but everyone with whom we share it.  Amen.

Almighty God, source of all inspiration, we offer you humble thanks for 
the gifts of these, our bicycles.  We give you praise for the inventions and 
innovations that are constantly making our sport safer and more enjoyable.  
We thank you for the bicycle manufacturers and merchants from whose 
hard work and devotion we benefi t.  Accept, O Lord, our praises, and may our 
bicycles ever serve to remind us of the true source of all human invention.  
Amen.

 

O God, whose glory fi lls our world and whose presence we fi nd wherever we 
go.  We ask your blessing upon these bicycle riders.  Keep them from harm 
O Lord, give them favor among those with whom they share the roadways.  
Surround them with your loving care, protect them from every danger; and 
bring them in safety to their journey’s end.   Amen.

Creator of All, we pray to you for those we love but see no longer: Embrace 
all bicyclists who have ridden beyond this life to broader horizons. In your 
loving wisdom, and almighty power, work in them the good purposes of 
your will. Take them to that heavenly highway which meanders through 
eternal vistas. Give us faith that in quiet confi dence we may continue along 
our course on earth, until by you call, we are reunited with those who have 
gone before.  In Jesus Christ’s name we pray. Amen.


