
May is National Bike Month
Celebrate in Sitka with these exciting events
•	 Thursday,	May	1,	through	Tuesday,	Sept.	30	—	National	Bike	Challenge	

Go to http://nationalbikechallenge.org/ to register. Riders can earn points as individuals and for teams, communities and 
states. Log your miles and win monthly prizes and at the end of the summer. Join the Sitka Cyclists team on the website.

•	 Saturday,	May	2	—	Sitka	Bike	Rodeo	
This event takes place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the U.S. Coast Guard-Air Station Sitka hangar. This event is free and open to the 
public, especially kids younger than 12. Learn bike safety and get your bikes and helmets checked. Event hosted by Rotary Club of 
Sitka, U.S. Coast Guard-Air Station Sitka and Sitka Community Hospital, SEARHC, and Sitka Police Department.

•	 Wednesday,	May	6	—	National	Bike	To	School	Day 
Students around the nation are encouraged to ride their bikes to school, and many schools are hosting special events 
and lessons about bike safety. Parents can ride their bikes to school with their kids. To learn more and register your local 
school events, go to http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/.

•	 Thursday,	May	7	—	FHWA	Pedestrian/Bicycle	Safety	Assessment 
Paul Wistrand of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) will lead two tours, one walking and one biking, to 
assess the safety of roads/pathways in Sitka. This is part of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s “Safer People, Safer 
Streets” initiative. The tours are open to the public, and evaluation forms will be completed. Contact, 586-7148.

•	 Monday,	May	11	to	Friday,	May	15	—	National	Bike	To	Work	Week 
People from around the country are encouraged to ride their bikes to work this week. In Sitka, Yellow Jersey Cycle Shop 
is sponsoring a contest where local riders can enter each day they bike for a chance to win a gift certificate at Yellow Jersey 
Cycle Shop. There is a possibility of prizes from other merchants/groups. Stop by the shop to enter, and the winner will be 
announced on Saturday, May 16, at the Julie Hughes Triathlon (see below). For information about National Bike Month, 
National Bike to Work Week and National Bike to Work Day, go to http://www.bikeleague.org/bikemonth/.

•	 Friday,	May	15	—	National	Bike	To	Work	Day 
Sitka cyclists who ride their bikes to work or school can stop by from 7:30-9 a.m. at the University of Alaska Southeast 
Sitka Campus to enjoy a breakfast of pancakes, sausage and eggs, hot off the grill. Enter to win a door prize.

•	 Saturday,	May	16	—	31st	Annual	Julie	Hughes	Triathlon 
This 5-mile run, 14-mile bike, 1,000-yard swim multisport event takes place at 9 a.m. at Blatchley Middle School. There is a 
special short course of 1.5-mile run, 6-mile bike, 500-yard swim for kids younger than 12 years old. Enter as an individual or 
team at http://www.juliehughestri.com/. Divisions available for adults and kids. Entry fee is $25 per person, $15 for age 12 and 
younger (teams are $50 for two people and $75 for three, price includes a t-shirt). Event hosted by the Baranof Barracudas 
Swim Club and part of the money raised is for the Sitka Cancer Survivors Society. Day of race registration closes at 8 a.m.

•	 Saturday,	May	23	—	Sitka	Community	Bike	Ride	and	Cookout 
Meet at 3 p.m. at Crescent Harbor Shelter for a short bike ride through downtown (kids invited). At 3:45, we ride to 
Halibut Point Rec for food, bike maintenance demos and bike decoration contests starting at 4:30. Contact, 747-7509.

•	 Tuesday,	May	26	—	SAIL-ORCA	Biking	Day	Event	
Meet at 3-4:30 p.m. at the Southeast Alaska Independent Living office, 514 Lake Street, and the group will pick a route to ride 
based on weather.  ORCA participants will use bikes and trikes, and SAIL has a couple of trikes for loan. Contact, 747-6859. 

For information, contact Charles Bingham at 738-8875 or go to http://sitkacycling.wordpress.com/


